VISUAL THINKING STRATEGIES
A GUIDE TO LOOKING AT ART

LOOKING AT ART WITH A FRIEND
With a friend or two, choose one artwork to look at. Focus on it while you and your
friends discuss the questions below. See how long you can discuss one artwork using
these questions, then pick another piece and begin again.
Look at one artwork for a moment.
What's happening in this artwork?
Point out what you see to make you say that?
What words would you use to describe this artwork? What other words might we use?
What does this artwork remind you of?
What else does this remind you of?
How is this artwork similar to or different from others you have seen today?
Are there some objects that seem closer to you? Further away? Point them out.
Can you tell something about the colors or gray tones in this artwork?
What title would you give to this artwork? What made you decide on that title?
Are there other titles you would give it?

What sounds can you imagine this artwork would make?

What do you think is good or bad about this painting? What do you see that makes you
think so?

Why do you think other people should see this work?

What grade would you give the artist for this work? What are the reasons for your grade?
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