Glossary

Landscape: A picture of natural scenery and an art genre in which the land or natural
environment is the subject. Capturing the beauty of mountains, forests, or seascapes falls
under landscape photography.

Point of View: The place from which the viewer sees the landscape, or the place where
the artist was sitting or standing when the landscape was made. Choosing a higher
vantage point can provide a different point of view in landscape photography.

Foreground: The part of a scene that is nearest to and in front of the viewer. Including
interesting elements in the foreground can add depth and interest to a photograph.

Middle Ground: The middle distance; what is between the foreground and the
background. Elements in the middle ground help create a sense of perspective in a
landscape.

Background: The part of a scene that lies behind the foreground and middle ground that
appears most distant from the viewer. A distant mountain range or skyline often serves as
the background in landscape photography.

Representational Art: Art in which the subject portrayed resembles the object it depicts.
Realistic paintings or photographs that accurately depict the appearance of the subject.

Scale: Size in relation to a standard. Representing the true scale of objects in a photograph
ensures accuracy and realism.

Overlap: Relational state between two or more objects in which one is in front of another.
Overlapping elements can create a sense of depth and dimension in a composition.

Non-Objective Art: Art without a recognizable subject; non-representational. Abstract
paintings that don’t represent specific objects or scenes.

Abstract: Process of drawing or extracting from reality; paintings which use a visual
vocabulary—color, line, shape, texture, space—to express moods, ideas, and feelings.
Abstract art explores shapes, colors, and textures to evoke emotions and convey ideas.



Elements of Art

Line: A continuous mark with length but little width. Lines in an image can be actual (e.g.,
a road) or implied (e.g., the gaze of a subject).

Shape: A two-dimensional area defined by boundaries. Shapes can be found in the
composition of objects and their arrangement within the frame.

Form: A three-dimensional object with height, width, and depth. Form can be conveyed
through lighting and the arrangement of elements within the frame.

Color: Is light reflected off objects. Color has three main characteristics: hue (red, green,
blue, etc.), value (how light or dark it is), and intensity (how bright or dull it is). Colors can
be described as warm (red, yellow) or cool (blue, gray), depending on which end of the
color spectrum they fall. Using warm colors like red and orange in a sunset photograph to
evoke feelings of warmth and tranquility.

Texture: The tactile quality of a surface. Texture is visually conveyed in examples through
the details and surfaces of subjects.

Value: The lightness or darkness of a color. A broad range of tones provide depth and
dimension.

Space: The distance or area between, around, above, below, or within elements. Spatial
relationships are crucial in composing an example, determining the arrangement and
perspective.



Principals of Design

Balance: The distribution of visual weight. Achieved by distributing elements within the
frame of an example to create a sense of equilibrium.

Contrast: The arrangement of opposing elements to create visual interest. Contrast is
evident in the difference between light and dark areas, colors, or textures in an example.

Emphasis: Making a particular element stand out. Emphasis is achieved through framing,
focus, and lighting to draw attention to a specific subject in an example.

Unity: The arrangement of elements to create a harmonious whole. Unity in an example
involves ensuring all elements contribute to a cohesive and meaningful composition.

Movement: The suggestion of motion through the arrangement of elements. Achieved by
capturing subjects in action or using techniques like panning in an example.

Rhythm: A visual flow created by the repetition of elements. Repetition of shapes, colors,
or patterns can establish a rhythmic flow in an example.

Proportion: The size relationship between parts of a whole. Correct proportion ensures
that elements within the frame of an example appear balanced and natural.

Pattern: Repetition of visual elements. Patterns can be found in natural scenes or created
deliberately through composition in an example.



